
Performed by
Anthony Miles – Herbert 
Amy Kakoura – La Sponne

Words by
Janet Vaughan & Liz Mytton

Lyrics by
Liz Mytton

Music & Soundscape by
Derek Nisbet

Research by 
Janet Vaughan & Derek Nisbet

Sources
Coventry History Centre 
at The Herbert Art Gallery & Museum
Talking Birds’ extensive personal local history 
library, but especially:
‘Spon Street & Spon End’ 
by John Ashby
‘Twentieth Century Coventry’ 
by Kenneth Richardson
‘Coventry – the making of a modern city 
1939-73’ by Jeremy and Caroline Gould

Many useful websites including:
www.coventrysociety.org.uk/coventry-
neighbourhoods/spon-end.html
www.collywobbles.f2s.com/hobbies/River%20
Sherbourne/sherbourne.html
britainfromabove.org.uk (search Spon End)
www.facebook.com/oldspon
sponend.wordpress.com

Thanks to
Mindy Chillery & Spon Spun Festival, Langar Aid, 
Mollie Davidson, Nell Nisbet, Mahendra Patel, 
Alan Van Wijgerden, Andy Moore, Philippa Cross, 
Craig Stephens, Jacqui Ibbotson, Andrew Dixon.

Sound waves never die, according to local 
resident, radio enthusiast and inventor, Herbert 
Cleaver, whose patented Audioscoper allows us 
to tune in to some of the stories and people of 
Spon End, one of Coventry’s oldest and most 
diverse neighbourhoods. There are stories in the 
stones, tales in the water and ideas in the air – 
if only you know where to search, how to listen...

Talking Birds is a nationally renowned Coventry-
based company of artists specialising in Theatre 
of Place. You might have joined us on our tour 
Backstage at the Albany Theatre; watching 
The Female Warrior in the garden at Langar Aid 
as part of Spon Spun Festival; demonstrating 
exemplary queuing in the city centre with The Q 
at the Shopfront Festival; stepping inside our 
aluminium Whale next to Coventry Cathedral; or 
celebrating Coventry City’s FA Cup win in 
We Love You City at the Belgrade Theatre. 

We would love to hear your thoughts about this 
walk you can email birdmail@talkingbirds.co.uk
For details of our other tours, see 
www.talkingbirds.co.uk
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A DIY version of our popular actor-guided walks 
Download from talkingbirds.co.uk/walk
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